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During our Professional Develop-
ment day in August of 2015, Mr. 
Edwards and I asked the teachers 
what we want for our students by 
the time they move on to the 
high school. I want to share with 
you the staff’s responses. They are 
hopeful that our students will: 
    • have planning skills,                             
    • have social and life skills, 
    • have flexibility and  
       adaptability, 
    • be independent, 
    • think critically, 
    • be collaborative, 
    • think on their feet  
       independently, 
    • be problem solvers, 
    • have an intrinsic motivation   
       with a desire to learn, 
    • be inquisitive and risk-takers, 
    • be effective communicators, 
    • be accountable/responsible,   
       and 
    • be accomplished thinkers. 
 

 

Our students are also to have 
these essential qualities: 
    • respect, 
    • tolerance, 
    • kindness, 
    • honesty, 
    • helpfulness, 
    • compassion/empathy, 
    • morals/values, and 
    • perseverance. 
Please note that we did not stress 
grades or test scores. Although 
these are very important, the staff 
at WMMS is committed to help-
ing our students grow and help 
them become successful as high 
school students  and adults. We 
are blessed that you, the parents, 
let us work with your children, the 
center of your universe. Thank 
you for the opportunity to serve. 
We are convinced that by working 
together, we can change the 
world!! 

2016 - 17 CLASS SCHEDULES 
Although the schedule has been completed for next year (with the exception of 5th grade band),                        
we will have schedule pick-up in early August. Students will receive a schedule of classes they are                      
enrolled in for the 2016-17 school year the last week of school, but it will not have class blocks/periods 
assigned. Once these go home, please contact me directly if you have questions. Look for this                             
information by May 18th. 

 

 
 

DATES to  
REMEMBER 

 

May 10 - PTO Meeting @  
6 PM in library 
 

May 11-13 - 8th grade 
D.C. trip 
  
May 14 - 8th grade dance 
“Caribbean Nights”  
7-10 PM 
 

May 24 - 4th grade tour  
@ 9 AM 
                

5-7 Grade Awards               
                     1:00-2:30 PM 
 

May 25 - 5th/6th grade 
Field Day 
 

May 26 - 7th/8th grade 
Field Day 
 

May 27 - 8th grade  
Graduation @ 8 AM 
 

Last Day of School - early 
dismissal at 12:7 PM 



 

8th Grade Dance 
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The 8th grade end-of-the-year 

dance is just around the corner 

and we are asking for your 

help!! Over the past few years, 

the attendance at this event 

has been on the decline. We  

believe this is because this 

great experience has turned 

into a mini-Homecoming for 

many students. This should not 

be a time to be concerned with 

the cost of a dress or a date, 

but a time to say goodbye to a 

great phase of our students’ 

lives. We would love to bring 

back the integrity of the dance 

and  CELEBRATE THE END OF 

OUR STUDENTS’ MIDDLE 

SCHOOL CAREERS!!  

We have spoken to the stu-

dents at school about lessening 

the “formal” side of things and 

discussing our desire to have a 

fun time for the entire grade!! 

THIS DOES NOT MEAN the 

girls cannot have the experi-

ence of shopping for a nice 

dress, but we want them to 

remember that in five short 

months they will be able to  

attend their first “real” Home-

coming at the high school (and 

there will be three more after 

that). The students have voted 

and the theme for this event 

will be “Caribbean Nights.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The dance is Saturday, May 

14th, from 7 to 10 PM and will 

be held in the WMHS  

auditeria. The cost is $10.00 

per ticket. We think this will 

be a great rite of passage to 

their wonderful high school 

careers. To add to the excite-

ment of the night, we are look-

ing to provide a nice evening of 

light snacks, entertainment, 

and prizes. This is where you, 

the parents, can help. We are 

looking for any donations to 

help make the night unforget-

table. This can be as simple as a 

beach towel, a water bottle, a 

gift card to a local spot, or a 

monetary  donation to help with 

a larger gift. We would also 

love to have your help with  

decorations and set-up of the 

event. If you are interested in 

helping or if you have any ques-

tions, you may email Amy Tyner 

at atyner@westmschools.org or 

contact one of the mothers 

listed below. Thank you for 

your help in making this a great 

event for all the students.   

Thanks, 

Amy Tyner, Keela Barker, Dee 

Ihlenfeld, Jeanne Weingarth, 

Kelli Mitchell, Julie Slaughter, 

Michelle Check, Emily Rollins, 

Darcie McKenzie 

BASIC RULES FOR 8TH GRADE DANCE 
1. Only WMMS 8th grade students are allowed to attend. 
 
2. Students must be in good standing at the school during the night of the dance. 
 
3. Students must be dropped off at the event by a parent. No limos, party buses, or other unique 
    forms of transportation. 
 
4. Girls must abide by the following dress code: 
 All dresses must have straps. No strapless dresses allowed. 
 No cutouts or midriff area on dresses. 
 Dresses must be mid-thigh length. 
 
5. Boys should wear nice dress pants. No jeans allowed. 



                                                                   

                                                    

We will be holding the 8th 

grade graduation ceremony on 

Friday, May 27, 2016 at the 

middle school. The ceremony 

will begin promptly at 8:00 AM 

and should conclude by 

9:30.We realize it is some-

times very difficult to attend 

functions during the day due to 

work schedules, but it would be 

nice if each student was repre-

sented by at least one relative. 

This is a serious and special 

occasion and students should 

dress appropriately. Boys are 

to wear shirts and ties, (no 

jackets) and dress pants. NO 

JEANS! Girls are to wear 

dresses or skirts (no formal 

gowns). NO JEANS! If dresses 

are strapless or have spaghetti 

straps, a sweater or jacket 

must we worn. We look forward 

to seeing you! This is a great 

group of students!! 

                          8th Grade Graduation & Awards Ceremony  

We will be celebrating our 5th 

through 7th grade students for 

their academic achievements on 

Tuesday, May 24, 2016 in the 

middle school gym. We will             

recognize students for honor 

roll, high honor roll and other 

various awards. We will be pro-

viding more information as the 

date gets closer. Parents  are 

invited, and if your son or daugh-

ter is receiving and award, you 

will be contacted! Awards for 

grades 5-6 will be held beginning 

at 1:00, followed by grade 7 

at approximately 1:45. 
 

Awards Ceremony for Grades 5-7 
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8th Graders to Visit Our Nation’s Capital    

The 8th graders have been 

busy packing their suitcases 

for their trip to Washington, 

DC! On Wednesday, May 11,  

the trip will start with a tour 

of the Battlefield at Gettys-

burg to appreciate the struggle 

in America over slavery. From 

there we will head into Wash-

ington, DC to visit the many 

monuments and memorials.            

The next day will start with a 

visit to the Capitol where gov-

ernment makes laws and then 

students will get a chance to 

visit the museums at the                  

National Mall. The day will 

continue with a view of the 

White House and a vigorous 

walk through Arlington Ceme-

tery. Some students will get 

to take their first ride on the 

Metro! We will wrap up the trip 

with a cruise down the Potomac 

River to the home of George 

Washington, known as Mt. 

Vernon.  

Thanks to student fundraising, 

generous donations from the 

community, and the Academic 

Fund, almost 90 students will 

get to tour and enjoy our                   

nation’s capital! 



Mr. Bates, our athletic direc-

tor, and I met with all 6th and 

7th graders interested in fall 

sports. We covered eligibility  

& expectations and we had  

students complete a Google 

form we could separate by 

sport and give to coaches. We 

were very impressed with the 

number of students in atten-

dance.  We also met with our 

current 8th graders to cover 

high school sport expecta-

tions and eligibility. We know 

there is a strong correlation 

between being connected to 

school and achievement. I 

hope we have many students 

participate next year!!! 

#Illbeateverygame 

 

 

We have also talked to our staff 

about sponsoring clubs and               

enrichment activities. So far, we 

have staff preparing to do Math 

Counts, Power of the Pen,              

Character building, community 

service, book club and crafts, 

fitness club, scrapbooking, sign 

language, and Eastern Ohio  

Summit!! Again, the more stu-

dents, the more opportunities, 

the better!!! 

Transition to the Middle School—Calling all 4th Graders 

Athletics, Clubs & Enrichment Activities    
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The transition from elemen-

tary to the middle school can 

be intimidating to say the 

least! One of the most worri-

some issues is the locker!!                       

I will be meeting with the 5th 

grade teachers to discuss ways 

to make this transition less 

stressful. We are considering 

passing out grade 5 schedules 

in early June and allowing       

students to come in with a          

parent and work on their lock-

ers and stop by their teach-

ers’ classrooms. I will provide 

more information once we 

have dates sets and the logis-

tics worked out!! 

In another attempt to ease this 

transition, our current 4th grad-

ers will be making a visit on May 

24th at 9:10 AM. Our incoming 

students will arrive at 9:00,    

receive a big welcome, take a 

tour, and have a chance to ask 

questions!! We are very much 

looking forward to this visit. 

APRIL ACTIVITY NIGHT 
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MEET OUR STAFF    

CLAIRE McCANN was born in 

Kenton, Ohio, moved to                   

Zanesville, went back to 

Kenton, then came back to          

Zanesville to the wonderful 

West Muskingum. Claire 

McCann taught at Kenton for 

three years. “My favorite 

things to do are hang out with 

my friends and play with my 

parent’s goat.” Her hobbies 

are playing golf and swim-

ming and her favorite color is 

purple. When she was a kid, 

she always knew she wanted 

to be a teacher. In fact, she 

came from a family of teach-

ers. Her grandparents, parents 

and even her sister are 

teachers, so she was born 

into her career. McCann 

went to college at Miami  

University located in Oxford, 

Ohio. In college, she had a 

job which was in the dining 

hall, serving food to people. 

She loved the experience of 

working at the dining hall, 

getting to know her fellow 

dining hall workers, getting to 

help out people, all of it. She 

loves teaching, but her                     

favorite subjects are math 

and science. She can teach 

both, but she was influenced 

as a child to pick math.               

Also as a child, she learned to 

lick her elbow. “When I was a 

kid, a girl I knew said that it was 

impossible to lick your elbow.               

Automatically, I took that as a 

challenge.” “I’ve never met 

anyone famous,” said 

McCann, “but if I would have 

to meet anyone famous, I 

would choose to meet Amy 

Poehler.” McCann’s Zodiac 

sign is Aquarius, her spirit ani-

mal is a donkey, and between 

a rose and a dandelion, she’d 

rather be a rose. Some of her 

weird talents are, as I said                

before, licking her elbow, and 

curling her tongue.  

A new and ongoing feature of our newsletter is the “Meet the Staff” column. We are giving some our 
students the opportunity to interview our teachers. Sixth graders Rachelle Snyder and Christina Tang 
interviewed Claire McCann and Erin Coward, respectively. 

*********************************************************************** 

ERIN COWARD is the 7th 

grade math teacher here at 

West Muskingum Middle 

School. Mrs. Coward was born 

in Georgia and moved to 

Michigan, where she grew up. 

She just graduated from 

Saginaw Valley State Univer-

sity and this is her first teach-

ing job, but back in Michigan 

she would work with the ma-

caws in the zoo. Mr. Coward is 

her husband and he works at 

Falls Elementary as a 4th 

grade teacher. Now, have 

you ever met Urban Meyer, 

the coach for Ohio State 

Buckeyes? If not, well neither 

has Mrs. Coward, but if she 

had to pick one person to 

meet it would be Urban 

Meyer. Go Buckeyes! If 

you’re wondering what 

teachers do after school, 

Mrs. Coward likes the out-

doors and walking dogs. She 

grew up with a mom as a 

math teacher in Michigan 

and a dad who is an engi-

neer. We’ve all probably 

played school as a little kid. 

Mrs. Coward would play 

school but every time she 

would be the teacher. As a 

kid she was also in her school 

band playing the drums. 

Have you ever considered 

what your Zodiac sign is?  

I found out that Mrs. Coward is 

a Capricorn. If you’re like me, 

you don’t really care for the 

dentist, but Mrs. Coward really 

enjoys going to the dentist and 

getting her teeth cleaned. She 

took a test and it turns out her 

spirit animal is the majestic 

deer while her favorite animals 

are elephants and giraffes. Our 

last question was if you would 

rather be a rose or a dande-

lion. Well, Mrs. Coward would 

prefer to be the rose.  
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Ron Derry, with the  

G.O,O,D, Program, visited  

our 6th graders recently. 

Projects from  

An Evening 

of 

The Arts 

5th/6th grade Choir 


